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SUB J : VISIT TO TUNIS OF JOHN V ANKDERVEKEN, ASST. GENERAL 
SECRETARY OF ICFTU 

1 . SUMMARY . VANDERVEKEN SAW VARIOUS INTERESTED PARTIES ABOUT 
POLITICAL AND UGTT LEADERSHIP SITUATION. HE FAILED TO MEET 
WITH PRIME MINISTER AND WAS DENIED ACCESS TO ACHOUR AND OTHER 
UGTT PRISONERS. HE FELT RECENT GOT ATTACKS ON KERSTEN WERE 
POLITICALLY MOTIVATED AND HE CONFIRMED ICFTU WOULD NOT 
RECOGNIZE NEW UGTT OFFICIALS. END SUMMARY. 

2. VANDERVEKEN'S OBJECTIVES IN MAKING THIS, HIS SECOND, 
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TRIP TO TUNIS SINCE THE EVENTS OF JANUARY 26 WERE TO 
INVESTIGATE THE TUNISIAN POLITICAL SITUATION IN GENERAL 
AND THE STATUS OF IMPRISONED UGTT FORMER SECRETARY GENERAL 
HABIB ACHOUR AND ASSOCIATES IN PARTICULAR; TO ASCERTAIN 
REASONS BEHINND ATTACKS OF GOT AND CURRENT UGTT LEADERS ON 
HIS CHIEF, OTTO KERSTEN, GENERAL SECRETARY OF ICFTU; 

AND FINALLY, IF POSSIBLE, TO VISIT ACHOUR IN JAIL (ACHOUR 
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REMAINS A VICE PRESIDENT OF THE ICFTU). DURING HIS STAY 
IN TUNIS, AMONG THOSE HE SAW WERE MINISTER OF SOCIAL 
AFFAIRS JOMAA, PARTY DIRECTOR SAY AH, THE ACHOUR FAMILYUJ ACHOUR 
DEFENSE ATTORNEY CHEFFI, THE ENTIRE CURRENT UGTT EXECUTIVE 
BUREAU, THE BELGIAN CHARGE, AMBASSADOR MULCAHY, AND 
POLITICAL/LABOR OFFICER. HE WAS UNABLE TO SEE PRIME MINISTER 
NOUIRA WHO CLAIMED TO BE TIED UP WITH VISIT OF PRESIDENT 
NUMEIRY. 

3. PRIME MINISTER ACTING THROUGH JOMAA DECLINED "RECOMMENDING" 
TO THE COURT THAT VANDERVEKEN BE GIVEN ACCESS TO THE 
PRISONERS. ACCORDING TO VANDERVEKEN, SAHAH TOLD HIM THAT 

PSD WAS CONVINCED KERSTEN'S "INTERFERENCE" CONTRIBUTED TO 
SUBSEQUENT GENERAL STRIKE AND RIOTS. IN RESPONSE TO 
VADERVEKEN'S EXPRESSION OF CONCERN ABOUT ACHOUR TRIAL, 

SAYAH REPORTEDLY COMMENTED THAT "EVEN IF THERE IS A TRIAL 
AND CONVICTIONS, THE PRESIDENT WILL RESOLVE EVERYTHING." 

4. IN HIS DISCUSSION WITH AMBASSADOR MULCAHY, OANDERVEKEN 
SPECULATED THAT THE RECENT DRUM FIRE OF ATTACKS AGAINST 
KERSTEN HAD INTENSIGED BECAUSE GOT S THEORY OF FOREIGN 
INTERFERENCE" WAS CENTRAL TO ITS CASE AGAINST ACHOUR. 

SINCE DIPLOMATIC EXIGENCIES PRECLUDED PUBLIC MENTION OF 
ALLEGED LIBYAN INVOVEMENT IN THE AFFAIR, HE FELT THAT 
KERSTEN HAD BEEN CHOSEN AS A SURROGATE. WE RESPONED THAT 
WE HAD NOT NOTED ANY INCREASE IN ANTI-ICFTU STATEMENTS; 
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THE GOT HAD PROTESTED FROM THE START KERSTEN'S ACTIONS AT 
EVE OF STRIKE. VANDERVEKEN SAID THAT IN VIEW OF CONTINUED 
IMPRISONMENT OF ACHOUR AND OTHER ATTESTED TRADE UNIONISTS, 

ICFTU RECOGNITION OF THE NEWLY INSTALLED UOTT LEADERSHIP 
"WAS NOT IN THE CARDS." (ICFTU EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING 
OPINING IN HAMBURG ON MAY 16 WILL TAKE UP RECOGNITION ISSUE.) 
VANDERVEKEN ALSO EXPRESSED CONCERN ABOUT CONTINUED DETENTION 
OF ACHOUR AND OTHER ARRESTED TRADE UNIONISTS, AND HE OBSERVED 
THAT TUNISIAN GOVERNMENT SEEMED DETERMINED TO PROCEED WITH 
TRIAL. VANDERVEKEN SAID THAT THIS WOULD BE A SERIOUS 
MISTAKE, AND HE SPECULATED THAT TUNISIANS MIGHT BE MADE TO 
SEE REASON IF OTHER PERSONS OR INSTITUTIONS ENJOYING GOT 
RESPECT RAISE MATTER DIRECTLY. HE RULED OUT IRVING BROWN, 

WHOM IS SAID WAS ILL, AND FRANCIS BLANCHARD, WHOM HE 
DESCRIBED AS BEING UNWILLING TO INTERVENE IN SUCH MATTERS. 
INDIRECTLY, HE SUGGESTED THAT THE AMERICAN EMBASSY APPROACH 
THE GOT ON ACHOUR CASE, AMBASSADOR DID NOT GIVE 
VANDERVEKEN A DIRECT RESPONSE, ALTHOUGH HE DID MENTION 
THAT HE MIGHT HAVE OPPORTUNITY TO RAISE MATTER UNOFFICIALLY. 
WITH BOURGUIBA, JR. IN COMING WEEK. MULCAHY 
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